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In reply to the Office Action of June 18, 2004, Applicants submit the following remarks. y 

Claims 9 and 1 1-25 are pending in the application. The references Nederland Tijdschrift 
Voor Geneeskunde and Saunders Manual of Medical Practice have been withdrawn with respect 
to the obviousness rejection. 

Claims 9 and 1 1-25 were rejected under 37 C.F.R. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Carling et a/., of record, in view of Cazzola et al. (U) of record and Andersson et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,598,603 Bl) and further in view of Giardina et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,277,862 Bl). The 
Examiner alleges that while Carling et al. do not expressly teach the treatment of COPD, 
Cazzola et al. teach that formoterol is effective in patients with COPD, Andersson et al. teach 
that budesonide is useful for "treating COPD as well as asthma" (page 3 of the Office Action), 
and Giardina et al. report that COPD and asthma are respiratory disorders. The Examiner 
concludes that "[a]bsent any evidence to the contrary, there would have been a reasonable 
expectation of successfully treating COPD by employing Carling' s formulation to achieve 
greater efficiency and duration of action..." (page 4 of the Office Action). 

Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. Applicants will address, in turn, the 
Examiner's contentions that (I) "it would have been obvious to ... employ the Carling 
medicament in treatment of COPD since COPD is well known respiratory disease as disclosed 
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